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College Central guides 
student success
By Kristy D. Carter
kcarter@civitasmedia.com

High school seniors in 
today’s society can fi nd a 
valuable asset in the inter-
net. With just the click of a 
mouse, students gain access 
to the college world.

At Clinton High School, 
College Central opens access 
to a realm of possibilities for 
students who are looking 
into their future plans follow-
ing graduation. The website 
links students to all informa-
tion needed for furthering 
their education or fi nding a 
career path after they com-
plete high school.

Additionally, Toni Blount 
plays a major role in helping 
students utilize the web-
site and all its amenities to 
advance their future.

“While the website is 
geared towards mostly 
seniors, it also provides valu-
able information for all stu-
dents,” Blount said.

In today’s society, Blount 
shares that there is no excuse 
for any student not to pursue 
options beyond high school, 
whether it be entering 
straight into the workforce or 
furthering their education at 
a secondary source.

“There are simply no 
excuses for not advancing 
into some path follow-
ing graduation,” Blount 
explained. “College doesn’t 
have to be a four-year pro-
gram and college isn’t for 
everyone. But, there is some-
thing out there for everybody 
to discover.”

As part of her position in 
advising students, Blount 
often shares information with 
her seniors about FASFA, a 
means for students to learn 

about state and federal grants 
and scholarships that are 
available to students.

Clinton High School 
also hosts college night for 
seniors, which is a night they 
are introduced to all fi nan-
cial aid options, as well as 
scholarships available. A rep-
resentative from the College 
Foundation of North Carolina 
attends the event and speaks 
with families about options 
students have for applying 
and paying for college and 
well as helps students com-
plete FASFA forms on site.

According to Blount, each 
year more and more students 
are starting the process ear-
lier, leading to more students 
having defi nite plans follow-
ing graduation.

In the last few years, since 
Blount began working as 

a college and career advi-
sor for Clinton High, the 
number of students who are 
graduating and continuing 
on a path after high school 
has increased. In 2016, 40 
percent of the seniors were 
accepted into a four-year col-
lege or university. Another 
43 percent made the choice 
to enter into a two-year tech-
nical or community college, 
5 percent headed into the 
military with plans to pursue 
college and 12 percent were 
employed.

Choosing a college can be 
a daunting task, but with 
assistance from Blount and 
the College Central website, 
students are matched with 
options that best fi t their 
needs. Blount has traveled 
across the state visiting col-
leges and universities to 

learn what type of student 
the institutes are looking for 
in their acceptance. With her 
advice, students are able to 
apply to those institutions 
that best suit their needs.

“Over 80 percent of our 
students will be in the best 
matched college if they 
properly utilize the College 
Central website,” Blount 
explained.

Early in a student’s high 
school career, Blount helps 
them set up CFNC accounts, 
which ultimately assist 
students with planning and 
researching college options, 
apply for admittance and 
pay for college through links 
to FASFA and scholarship 
options.

Students are exposed to 
college information as early 
as elementary school, Blount 

Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent
College and career advisor Toni Blount helps Layla Odeh, senior, with the CFNC account. Also pictured is Riley 
Brewington.
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said. College Colors Day is 
held at the elementary and 
middle schools, which gives 
teachers the opportunity 
to share their college with 
students and talk about the 
options the students will 
have once they graduate from 
high school.

Just around the corner is 
National College Decision 
Day, which is set aside for all 
seniors who are planning to 
attend college to announce 
their fi nal decision on where 
they will attend.

“Life as a high school stu-
dent is full and stressful,” 
Blount said. “That’s why I 
keep an open door policy. If 
they come to me and fi nd the 
door closed, they may not 
come back and that could 
affect decisions about their 
future. There are too many 
ways students hit barriers 
and this is the one place they 
can go and get help.”

Each year in August, the 
school hosts College Gear 

Up Day, where students can 
meet with representatives 
from colleges across the state 
and learn more about the 
institute and determine if the 
college is an option for them.

“More and more of our 
students are going where 
they match,” Blount said. “In 
the end, it leads to more suc-
cess because the students are 
happy with the choice they 
have made.”

Clinton High School’s aver-
age senior class is 180-190 
students. Last year, Blount 
said $4.2 million in schol-
arships were offered and 
awarded to the seniors of the 
graduating class. Blount, and 
the rest of the staff in Clinton 
City Schools, believes early 
exposure to college options 
ultimately leads to more stu-
dents having plans following 
graduation.

Reach Kristy D. Carter at 910-592-8137, 
ext. 2588. Follow us on Twitter at @
SampsonInd. Like us on Facebook.

CLASSES START SOON. ENROLL NOW!
1-844-UMO-GOAL • www.umo.edu

STARTING OR FINISHING YOUR DEGREE 
IS MORE CONVENIENT THAN EVER AT

CHECK OUT YOUR OPTIONS:

Daytime Degree Programs for Recent High School 
Graduates and College Transfers

1 Night a Week Degree Programs for Adult Students

Online Degree Programs Including Associate, Bachelor,  
and Master Degree Options

S2 S3

Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent
Toni Blount, college and career advisor for Clinton High School, helped 
Cindi Munguia make the decision to apply for Chowan, Wingate and Barton 
colleges, where she was accepted to all three.
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Teacher: Sandra Cannady
Grade Taught:Kindergarten
Education: UNCW
Why Education?
I love helping young people and giving back to the community. I want to give them 
the strong foundation they need to make this world a better place.
What do you like about school/what makes it special?
I love children and taking care of them. All children can be successful.
What do you think about being a Shining Star representative?
It is an honor to represent the wonderful people I work with. Each of us give our all everyday.

Student: Brookelynn Faircloth
Age:5
Grade:Kindegarten
What is your favorite subject?
Writing. I like to write about my new house and my family.
What makes your school special?
I love the playground at my school.
What do you think about being Shining Star representative?
It makes me so happy!

S4 S5

LC KERR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

BUTLER AVENUE SCHOOL

Teacher: Sharneé White
Sharneé White is a 2nd Grade Math, Science and Social Studies Teacher. She serves as our current Teacher of the 
Year at Butler Avenue Elementary School and is also our Math Department Chairperson for the second grade. She 
is a positive role model for our staff and has led many professional development activities for our school as well 
as presented on a national level. We are happy to have Sharneé represent us as Butler Avenue’s Shining Star.
Why Education?
There are so many reasons that I chose education. I am inspired to continue learning, and what better way 
to do it than in education? I have also always wanted to work with children, but during high school I could 
not fi gure out in what capacity. I was able to work with a group of kindergartners my senior year, and I was 
sold. If I could ever be able to mold the minds of the future like so many teachers did for me, then I would 
defi nitely be fulfi lled. It is also a profession of love. I love my students, and they love me, most days.
What do you like about your school/what makes is special?
Butler Avenue is the best place to work. There has never been a time where I have lacked support, 
resources, love or a listening ear, since being here. I can’t imagine working anywhere else or with 
a different group of people. Butler Avenue is not full of coworkers, but full of family.
What do you think about being a Shining Star representative?
It is an honor to be a Shining Star representative. There are so many more people more deserving than I. I have not 
done the job alone. It is with the help of family (home and work), friends, students and the community that I can 
do this job. I am grateful to Clinton City Schools and Butler Avenue for allowing me to do what I enjoy doing!

Student: Camden Parker
Grade: Third
Age: 8
Camden Parker is a 3rd grader in Mrs. Lesa Gunnell’s homeroom. Camden is a very respectful 3rd grader. He always 
uses manners when speaking with adults and peers. He defi nitely exemplifi es the Dark Horse trait of being respectful.
Favorite subject?
Math and Language Arts
What makes your school special?
The teachers, the fun activities and the projects.
What do you think about being a shining star?
I think it is great and I am happy to represent our school.
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SUNSET AVENUE SCHOOL

Teacher: Guillermo Alberto Cortés
Grade: 4th, 5th
Subject: English as a second language (ESL)
Education: BA in Languages and Education. Graduate degree in Translation. MA in TESOL
Why education?
Education is the ‘Open Sesame’ key to all future successes in life. Education started at an early age for me when I mother 
taught me to read the editorial page in the newspaper when I was 5 years old. I had the privilege to study in a private school 
San José de la Salle most of my life because my father said “I’m not a rich person, but I will give you the best education I 
can possibly afford so tomorrow you can be somebody in life”. After I graduated from high school I decided I wanted to study 
languages to become a teacher or a translator. While in college I taught English at the U.S. Binational Center in Medellín, 
Colombia. My fi rst full time job was as Head of the French-English Department and English teacher in a female school. While 
pursuing my graduate degree in translation the college employed me as adjunct instructor and then I became full time 
professor with tenure in the faculty of education. I moved to the U.S. in 2000 to teach ESL (and learn more English). I had 
the honor to be Teacher of Year at Midway Middle School and Wal-Mart Foundation Regional Teacher of the Year. Education 
made it possible for me to join the Sampson Community College as a part time ESL instructor. This is another platform 
where I can reach out to my fellow Latino community members to empower them through citizenship and basic English 
skills. By my own standards, I am accountable for those younger or older Hispanics who dropped out of school or who did 
not have the opportunity to have a taste in the fountains of education to quench the bitterness of illiteracy and ignorance.
I have to prepare the new, the current and the older generations to bridge the gaps that separate 
them from the mainstream individuals. I am committed to this personal mission: Educate!
What you like about your school/what makes it special?
What I like about Sunset Avenue School is the diversity of the student body that is growing and evolving. There 
are several languages other than English from Asia to the Middle East to Latin America and the Caribbean 
spoken at school. Knowing multiple languages is a plus in today’s global economy. I think the school benefi ts 
so much more of the cultural backgrounds and challenges that the students bring to the classroom.
What makes Sunset Avenue School special by far is the supportive role that the school administrators play. The school 
administration has a clear and defi ned goal to make students not only succeed academically, but also complement other 
foundational values to form them as stronger leaders and responsible citizens weather in middle or high school, college, 
the job market or the rest of their lives.
What do you think about being a 
Shining Star representative?
I was very humbled for the nomination and 
I am also honor to represent the faculty 
and staff of Sunset Avenue School. As you 
have heard we are Reaching for the Stars 
at Sunset Ave, and there is a constellation 
of shining star teachers at SAS. I am 
delighted to be the rutilant shining star 
just before the year comes to an end.

Student: Gannon Herring
Age: 10
Grade: 4th
What is your favorite subject?
Math
What makes your school special?
My teachers. I really love them.
What do you think about being 
named a Shining Star?
I think it is an honor.

 Excellent

Work

Congratulations on a 
gold-star performance. 

We’re Proud of Our 
School Systems and 
Their Shining Stars!

SIMPSON & 
HOLLAND

Appraisal Service
PO Box 71 

Clinton, NC 28328 
525-3330

Telfair Simpson, Owner
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SAMPSON MIDDLE SCHOOL
Teacher: Angela Harding Whitehead
Grade: 8th Grade
Subject: Math
Education: UNC-Pembroke Bachelor of Science Degree in Secondary Mathematics Education
Concordia University Master in Education - Curriculum and Instruction with a minor in Mathematics
Why Education?
I wanted to become an educator because I enjoy giving back to others and I have a passion for educating young people. 
I enjoy being able to make a difference in their lives and helping them understand the lessons of mathematics for 
the lifelong challenges ahead. In addition, I love encouraging young people by letting them know that no matter what 
their circumstances are, they can make all their dreams come true as long they learn the power of perseverance.
What you like about your school/ what makes it special?
I absolutely love the environment and atmosphere at Sampson Middle School. My colleagues are great 
about lifting each other up, encouraging one another, and offering a helping hand when needed.
What do you think about being a Shining Star Representative?
I’m ecstatic about being a Shining Star! It feels good to know that all my hard work (driving buses, providing 
after school tutoring during the week and weekend, presenting professional development workshops to teachers 
at SMS and across North Carolina, etc.) is being recognized in Sampson County and I count it an honor!

Student: Zoey Locklear
Age: 13
Grade: 8th
What is your favorite subject?
My favorite subject has always been Social Studies. I enjoy learning about how and why people do the things 
they do, and absolutely love learning about history and our ancestors. My social studies teachers here at SMS, 
Mrs. Leslie Mathis and Mrs. Hollis White, have always pushed me as hard as they can and I love that.
What makes your school special?
Our school is special because it’s very diverse. There are many different clubs and activities students 
can join and take part in here. Our school is very welcoming and open to anyone who comes to 
Sampson Middle. Also, I want to give a shout out to Mr. Dirks for making our school great!
What do you think about being named a Shining Star?
Well, when I think about a shining star, I think about something amazing and bright. Also, I imagine something 
that’s always ready to share its gifts and talents with anyone. I know that I’m not the brightest ever but, I’m always 
ready to give 110%. I’m so grateful for the opportunity to be named the Sampson Independent Shining Star.

CLINTON HIGH SCHOOL
Teacher: Ms. Danielle West
Grade: 9th and 11th
Subject: World History and American History
Education: B.A. in History from UNC Wilmington
Why Education?
Being able to walk into a classroom every day and have the opportunity to infl uence future generations is one reason 
I chose a career in education. I have always had an interest in History. The teachers that I have had through high 
school and through college have fed my passion for past events that have impacted the world in some way. 
What do you like about school/what makes it special?
One reason I enjoy working at Clinton High School is the supportive and talented faculty and administration 
surrounding me every day. Getting to build relationships and educate students in the Clinton district has been 
a great opportunity for me. I enjoy going to work every day because of my awesome Dark Horse Family.
What do you think about being a Shining Star representative?
This is a wonderful opportunity for me and I am honored to be chosen as a shining star representative.

Student: Ty’Ashia Bell
Age: 16
Grade: 11th
School: Clinton High School
What is your favorite subject?
I like mathematics and band. I am a percussionist1
What makes your school special?
Clinton High provides equality, it’s safe and secure and it gives me and the other students multiple activities 
to participate and become involved in school. Clinton High provides independence and a great education!
What do you think about being a Shining Star representative?
I think being a shining start is an awesome opportunity and it will be a positive experience. Thank you!
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Sampson’s CTE teachers 
care about learning
By Chase Jordan
cjordan@civitasmedia.com

When it comes to Career 
and Technical Education 
(CTE) in Sampson County 
Schools, there’s a common 
consensus among educators — 
“We Care, We Share, For the 
Future We Prepare.”

The mission of CTE is to 
partner with parents and com-
munity members to prepare 
and graduate globally competi-
tive students to become pro-
ductive citizens in a changing 
world.

Ginger Stone, director of 
career an technical education, 
said the team of 45 educators 
do whatever possible for stu-
dents to succeed in the 21st 
century. The program is an 
essential part of all middle and 
high school curriculum.

“That’s our focus, so when 
they leave our schools, they’ll 
be ready to either go to work, 
military or post secondary edu-
cation,” Stone said.

One example is the emphasis 
placed on credentials. For the 
2015-2016 school year, 609 
students received them.

“We’re real proud of that and 
we’re proud of the work that 
we do in CTE,” Stone said.

A variety of opportunities 
available for students to take 
courses in several different 
pathways or fi elds. Middle 
school students take agri-
culture education, business, 
fi nance, information technolo-
gy education, and career devel-
opment education courses. 
The courses help students gain 
knowledge as they transition 
into high school career cluster 
an pathways related to their 
interests and abilities.

At the high school level, 
students take a combination 

of competency-base courses 
in agriculture education, busi-
ness, fi nance and information 
technology education, market-
ing and entrepreneurship edu-
cation, family and consumer 
consumer science education, 
health science education, 
career development education, 
trade and industrial education, 
and technology engineering 
and design education.

Jacklyn Garey, a Career 
and Development Coordina-
tor, work with students in the 
high schools to plan for the 
future. Students also have the 
opportunity to job shadow and 
attend career fairs.

“They’re getting these little 
life lessons, the skills that they 
need whenever they get out,” 
Garey said.

The coordinators begin 
working with students in the 
eight grade to develop a plan 
for the future. For special pop-
ulations, CDC/SPC’s make sure 
accommodations are made to 
make sure student are success-
ful in school.

“We’re just there to provide 
any kind of support that the 
student needs to be success-
ful in CTE or to be successful 
academically in anything that 
they do at the school level ,” 
Garey said.

Career and Technical Educa-
tion Student Organizations 
(CTSO) are also a fundamental 
aspect. CTSO help students 
improve technical and academ-
ic skills while providing oppor-
tunities to develop leadership 
skills. This also give them a 
chance to participate in activi-
ties an competitions to connect 
them to real world challenges. 
CTSO students grow person-
ally and professionally through 
local, regional, state an nation-
al competitions.

To ensure success, CTE 
offers a variety of services 
to promote holistic growth 
by providing Career Devel-
opment/Special Population 
Coordinator(CDC/SPC) at the 
high schools. CDC/SPC help 
students identify career goals 
and enrollment in academic 
and technical courses to meet 
graduation requirements. Spe-
cial need students also receive 
support.

Carpentry and Construction
At Lakewood High School 

(LHS), Carpentry and Con-
struction technology prepares 
students for entry-level jobs, 
education at the college level 
an business ownership in the 
construction technology indus-
try. Students are educated in 
standardized industry process-
es and learn to apply knowl-
edge associated with construc-
tion components and basic 
building applications. The 
courses are aligned with the 
National Center for Construc-
tion Education and Research 
(NCCER) certifi cation pro-
grams. During the 2015-2016 
school year, 18 successfully 
gained NCCER credentials.

Students in the carpentry 
courses apply skills from work-
ing together on community 
and school projects. Leader-
ship skills are also reinforced 
by participating in Skills USA 
related competitions at the 
2016 State Fair. The team 
placed 9th out of 25 teams. 
David Locklear, LHS CTE 
teacher, said it was a fi rst for 
the school.

“I was very proud of that,” 
Locklear said. “The kids were 
very nervous to begin with, but 
once they realized that all the 
things we’ve gone over in the 
classroom, they soon realized 
the weren’t far behind as they 

thought they were.”
Locklear said a lot of proj-

ects are completed through-
out the school. One of them 
included work on a shelter for 
the band program.

Lakewood is also in a pro-
cess, where student can receive 
their safety certifi cation.

“The industry looks at that 
and they want to have students 
or workers come in and be job 
ready,” Locklear said. “They 
want young men and young 
women also who have their 
credentialing and understand 
the job. From there they’ll train 
them for what they want them 
to do.”

Locklear keeps in contact 
with former students working 
in the construction industry.

“They seem to be very 
happy,” he said. “They’re using 
the skills that they learned in 
the carpentry and construction 
class, in the job that they have 
now.”

He believes it’s an essential 
part of education within the 
school system.

“There’s always going to be a 
market for building,” Locklear 
said. “There’s always going to 
be a market for somebody to 
do remodeling or repairs.”

Technology Engineering and 
Design

The Technology Engineering 
and Design program provides 
important skills for the 21st 
century. The core curriculum 
is built on expanding the 
creative and problem solving 
abilities of students. Johnny 
Williams, technology educa-
tion teacher, said a lot of this 
is accomplished through hands 
on activities.

“We use hands-on projects 
to enhance what you learn in 

See SAMPSON | 8
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math, sciences an social stud-
ies classes,” he said. “It sort 
of integrates it all into project 
based curriculum.”

It also gives students the 
opportunity to branch out 
into other areas. One of those 
examples is a robotics class at 
Hobbton High School.

At Union, a gaming design 
class teaches students the basic 
for designing video games.

“We have the opportunity 
to go into different directions, 
based on what the kids are 
interested in,” Williams said.

Also, the Technology Stu-
dent’s Association and the 
Electric Vehicle Challenge 
competitions focus on leader-
ship skills, problem solving and 
critical thinking skills through 
different competitions.

He added that the program 
also prepares students for 
problem solving, growth and 
how to handle certain situa-
tions.

“I enjoy seeing that more 
than anything,” Williams said. 
“They just don’t stand in one 
spot. The learn how to solve a 
problem and that’s a big thing.”

Agriculture Education
In Sampson County, Agricul-

ture Education provide unique 
learning opportunities to more 
than 1,000 high school stu-
dents each year. The four main 
content areas are Horticulture, 
Agriscience, Animal Science, 
Agricultural Mechanics.

For Jacob Scott, agriculture 
teacher, the main focus on the 
program is to prepare students 
for careers and college prepara-
tion.

“That’ something unique to 
Ag Ed,” Scott said. “Stereo-
typically a lot of times people 
think Ag Ed is just teaching 
people how to farm when 
they high school,” Scott said. 
“We’ve been doing real big 
push in the past few years to 
send kids to NC State, A&T, 
or even Sampson Community 

College.”
Students are able to use 

what the learn in the classroom 
through internships in the 
summer or during the school 
year. Some of the biggest part-
ners include Prestage Farms 
and the Smithfi eld Hog Pro-
duction Division. The oppor-
tunity at these businesses may 
lead to scholarships to further 
their education in animal sci-
ence after high school. Some 
also have a chance to work for 
Prestage or Smithfi eld after 
the internship is over.

In addition to internships 
students also receive certifi ca-
tion in hunting. Scott said it 
not only gives them hunting 
license but an opportunity to 
learn the environment and 
the roles human play Some of 
the other credentials include 
tractor safety, welding, horti-
culture.

FFA also plays a large role in 
agriculture education. To raise 
funds, the organization host an 
annual plant sale.

Business, Finance, Informa-
tion Technology and Market-
ing Education

The Business, Finance, 
Information Technology and 
Marketing Education program 
prepares students for success-
ful transition from school to 
work. It also helps them to 
post secondary opportunities. 
Another benefi t is the use of 
business and marketing prin-
ciples, which helps students 
become informed consumers 
and productive worker.

Michelle Perry, high school 
business and marketing chair, 
said a variety of classes are 
taught throughout the district. 
Some of the fi rst 21st century 
skills include collaboration, 
critical thinking and economic 
literacy. Students also have the 
opportunity to learn business-
related skills through the 
Future Business Leaders of 
America (FBLA). Some of the 
programs involved adopting a 
child for Christmas and attend-
ing state competitions.

Many teachers make con-
tributions to the program, 

such as Union’s Tracy Moore a 
teacher battling breast cancer. 
she’s currently teaching from 
home using online technology.

“She’s still making an 
extreme connection with our 
students,” Perry said.

The courses also provide stu-
dents multiple opportunities to 
obtain industries credentials. 
During the 2015-2016 school 
year, more than 400 students 
industry credentials were pro-
vide

Middle School CTE
Mary Elizabeth Canterbury, 

middle school CTE educator, 
said a lot o basic skills such as 
keyboarding are taught at the 
middle school level.

“We’re the beginning,” Can-
terbury said. “During their 
eighth-grade year, we worked 
with these students by looking 
at who they are.”

That leads to career devel-
opment opportunities in the 
future.

“We talk about how careers 
is not all about making the 
money,” Canterbury said. “It’s 
about what’s going to make 
them money. Therefore they 
may succeed more in that 
career.”

A College Foundation 
of North Carolina (CFNC) 
account is established to assist 
in the process. The same 
account is used in high school 
to assist with college choices, 
if desired. A Career Develop-
ment Plan (CDP) is also set up 
for Sampson students.

At Hobbton Middle, FBLA 
students operate a school 
store, which gives students 
experience with operating a 
small business. Students also 
use their talents and time by 
visiting the local retirement 
center during the school year.

Though the leadership of 
Leasa Hodges, FFA adviser, a 
garden has been completed at 
Midway Middle School. Some 
of the features include mag-
nolia trees, fl ower plants and 
bushes. School leaders said it 
provides a peaceful, inspira-
tional area for students to read, 

write and work.
Regina Urbie’s students a 

Union Middle are engaged in 
a Exploring Career Decisions 
class. One of the books they’re 
reading is “Why Should We 
Hire You?” by Brooks Harper.

FBLA Students from 
Roseboro-Salemburg Middle 
School adopted a family at 
Christmas and provided gifts. 
The students also serve during 
Teacher Appreciation Week.

Family and Consumer Sci-
ences

Family and Consumer Sci-
ences offers a variety of oppor-
tunities for students through 
a variety of classes. The pro-
gram is under the leadership 
of Michelle Lindsey, Family 
Consumer Science teacher, and 
others.

Some of the classes and 
topics taught throughout the 
district include foods and 
childhood education. Other 
highlights include annual 
cupcake wars, visits from local 
chefs, internships and oppor-
tunities to prepare fancy meals 
for staff members. Students 
also serve the community by 
volunteering.

“We’re just a big family,” 
Lindsey said. “In Family and 
Consumer Sciences, we reach 
out to everyone.”

Lidnsey also highlighted 
Hobbton High School’s Robert 
Vazquez. He’s currently serving 
as the Vice President of Parlia-
mentary Law for the Family, 
Career, and Community Lead-
ers of America (FCCLA) for 
North Carolina.

Health Science Education
The Health Science Educa-

tion program at Hobbton High 
School provides a strong foun-
dation in the healthcare indus-
try. Students are also given the 
opportunity to earn certifi ca-
tion and internships.

Connie Thornton, health sci-
ence education teacher, a long-
time registered nurse, said her 
class begins with a foundation 
by learning ethics and hands-
on group work.

Students are prepared 

S8 S9

From page 7

Sampson

CLN012917S.indd   8 1/16/17   10:54 AM



Shining Stars 2017 | E
xcellence in E

ducation | 9

601 SE Blvd., Clinton, NC • 592-7656
www.owenshomefurnishings.com

Proudly Supporting Our 
Students and Educators!.

Furniture and Floor 
Covering for Every room!

Shop us 24/7 
@ www.owenshomefurnishing.com

Always the Guaranteed Lowest Prices!

Now accepting applications 
for 2017-2018

Call today to register your upcoming 
Kindergartner or to schedule a tour

www.harrellsca.com • 910-532-4575
Non-discriminatory policy: HCA admits qualified students of 

any race, color, national and ethnic origin. 
Some financial assistance is available.

S8 S9

Chase Jordan | Sampson Independent
CTE Teachers prepare Sampson County Schools Students for the future.

through the Health Team Rela-
tions (fundamentals), Health 
Science I (anatomy and physi-
ology) and Health Science II. 
The Health Science curriculum 
also teaches student how to 
prepare resumes, fi ll out job 
applications an how to conduct 
themselves during interviews.

“The biggest thing that I try 
to instill in them is character 
education,” Thornton said. “It’s 
so important when you have to 
work with someone or if some-
one is sick, you need to know 
how to act or how to respond. 
Sometimes you have to keep a 
blank face because somethings 
things are not so great and 
you have to learn how to deal 
with that internally and not 
externally. Sometimes students 
in high school have a hard time 
dealing with that.”

The Health Occupations 
Students of America (HOSA) 
is an important part of each 
class. At Hobbton, HOSA 
sponsor three blood drives 

each year and traveled to 
National Leadership Confer-
ences. Trips have been made 
Orlando, Anaheim, Calif.; and 
Nashville.

Automotive Technology
The Automotive Technol-

ogy program at Midway High 
School gives students skills 
necessary for entry level work 

as a automotive service techni-
cian. Real world experiences 
are gained by services vehicles 
for faculty members or for 
their own vehicles. Students 
have also been fi xing a 1998 
Dodge Dakota.

The Skills USA is an impor-
tant part of the program too. 
Several students in high posi-

tions hail from Midway High 
High School: Kyle Glover, 
State Treasurer; Cole Parker, 
Regional Parliamentarian; 
Cameron Faircloth, Regional 
Vice President; Conner Fair-
cloth, Regional Reporter; and 
John Hodges, Regional Histo-
rian.

CLN012917S.indd   9 1/16/17   10:54 AM
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HOBBTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Teacher: Elizabeth Todd
Why education?
I knew early on that I wanted to pursue a degree in education. I had many wonderful teachers while 
in elementary school, but it was my second grade teacher, Mrs. Susan Smith, who made me ultimately 
decide that I wanted to become a teacher. I feel that if I can instill in my students a love of learning, I 
will have made a positive impact in their lives. To me, that makes my choice to teach worthwhile.
What you like about your school/what makes it special?
I discovered early on what a supportive group of educators I would be working with at Hobbton Elementary 
School. Even before my fi rst offi cial day of school at Hobbton, ever began, I was greeted by a great team 
of teachers who helped me move into my classroom during their summer vacation. Working with such a 
nurturing, caring, and loving staff and faculty, makes teaching at Hobbton Elementary a true joy.
What do you think about being a Shining Star Representative?
I am honored to be chosen as the Shining Star Representative and proud to represent Hobbton Elementary.

Student: Heily Avila Ponce
Age: 10
Grade: 4th
What is your favorite subject?
Reading
What makes your school special?
My school is special because there are no teachers in the world like Mr. Rivenbark 
and Mrs. Casey. They help and care about you like no other.
What do you think about being named a Shining Star?
I am proud of myself because at my old school they did something similar to the Can Food Drive. I thought that I 
could share the idea so more families can have food and won’t have to spend that much money on healthy food.

Apply NOW: Scorekeeper/Athletic Assistant, Umpires 

Youth Sports 
Registration Dates

YOUTH 
SPORTS FEES: 

Special MuSic NightS: 3rd MoNdayS (teNtatiVely)

• Walking for Health: Adults of all ages are invited to walk 
Monday – Friday starting at 8:30AM
• Golden Age Fun Club:  Club meetings are 

every Friday at 4:30PM.  Ages 50 and older are welcome to attend
• Weekly Activities: Knitting Chicken Scratch, Quilting, Craft Classes,
 Card Games, Fruity Bingo, and more! Schedule varies.  Please contact us for more information.

(Bellamy Center):
Adult Activities:

00
80

85
84

Recreation & Parks Phone:  910-299-4906

 
CHEERLEADING:  

Dates to be announced.

EASTER
Easter Egg Hunt:

 March 25 – 10:30AM 
for children ages 

3-9 years old

YOUTH MARDI GRAS DANCE 
FOR FATHER/DAUGHTER & 

MOTHER/SON
Registration = Jan. 10 – Feb. 11th

Register at Rec. Main Office 
or call for more information

Event Date = Feb. 18th 
6:30PM – 8:30PM

JULY 4TH CELEBRATION
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!! Join us on July 4th 

for good food, dancing, fireworks and more in a 
family friendly environment!

Baseball, Softball, & T-Ball = Dec. 
12 – Feb. 24
Spring Soccer = Dec. 12 – Jan. 20
Football = May 29 – Aug. 25
Fall Soccer = May 29 – July 28
Volleyball = July 10 – Sept. 15
Basketball = Sept. 4 – Nov. 3

CITY RES. = $15/child (1st child) & 
$10/each additional child

NON-RES. = $35/child (1st child) & 
$20/each additional child

CLN012917S.indd   10 1/16/17   10:54 AM
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HOBBTON MIDDLE SCHOOL
Teacher: Christy Brock
Grade — data manager
Subject — English Language Arts
Education — Associate’s degree in accounting from Sampson Community CollegeWhy education?I went 
into education because of my love for teaching and working with children. I am a data manager now. 
The interaction with the students is something I miss most since becoming data manager.
What you like about your school/what makes it special?
What I like most about our school is the staff I work with daily.
What teacher thinks about being a Shining Star representative?
I feel that what I do for the staff and students is appreciated. I am blessed to be part of a super team.

Student: Kristty Cruz
Age — 14
Grade — 8
What is your favorite subject?
My favorite subject would be history because I really enjoy learning about how the world used to be like in the past.
What makes your school special?
What I like most about Hobbton is it’s home-like environment. You’re able to form 
a caring connection with not only the students but the staff.
What do you think about being named a Shining Star?
I’m truly honored to be given the title of Hobbton Middle School Shining Star for this year, but I believe 
every student across the whole wide world is a shining star, all just depends on how you look at it.

HARGROVE ELEMENTARY
Teacher: Bridgett W. Tyler
Grade: K-5
Subject: Exceptional Children Teacher
Education: Bachelor of Science in Recreation Leisure Studies: Emphasis in Recreational Therapy
Special Education: General Curriculum
Why did you get into education?
When I was in high school, I participated in the Early Childhood Education program. During this time, I found a 
love for teaching children. In college, I changed my pathway from education to recreational therapy. This was very 
similar to education but in a different capacity. A position came available at Hargrove in 2012 in special education. 
I applied and was given the opportunity to shadow in the classroom. When I met my potential students, I fell in love. 
I knew I wanted to teach special education. I was hired and began at Hargrove. There have been many challenging 
days, but even those days are rewarding. I enjoy watching my kids learn and accomplish great things!
What do you like about our school/what makes it special?
Hargrove is my home away from home. I enjoy collaborating with my co-workers. They are awesome 
people who genuinely love and want the best for all our children. Our teachers work together and do 
everything possible to help our children. It is an honor to work with such an elite group of people.
What do you think about being a Shining Star representative?
I am honored to be a Shining Star representative of Hargrove. There are many shining stars at our school. I enjoy working 
with my students and co-workers and seeing everyone’s accomplishments. I look forward to many more years to come!

Student: David Cruz
Age: 11
Grade: 5th
What is your favorite subject?
Math
What makes your school special?
The kind teachers
What do you think about being named a shining star?
It is incredible. I did not expect this coming.

CLN012917S.indd   12 1/16/17   10:54 AM
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Teacher: Ms. Danielle George
Grade: 9-12
Subject: Exceptional Children (Self-Contained Classroom Setting)
Education: Bachelor of Science in Psychology – Mount Olive University 1997
Certifi cation in Special Education General Studies – East Carolina 2011
Why education?
From the time I was in kindergarten, I know I wanted to be a teacher. Afterschool, I would go home and teach my younger 
sister the new concepts that I learned that day. My kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Mavis Pigford introduced me to the 
many adventures of reading. Mrs. Shirley Gaskins, Mr. Lenwood Thompson and Mr. David Beatty saw my gift of helping 
others and inspired me to become a teacher. There are so many to name that have set my path of becoming a teacher of 
inspiration, caring, generosity, compassion and love. My Mama taught me that you must treat others as you would like to 
be treated. As teacher, I view each student as my own. I give them the best that I have and expect the same in return.
What do you like about your school/What makes it special?
I don’t just like my school, I LOVE MY SCHOOL. There are several reasons why I love my school. First, we have a 
supportive staff that cares about each other and the students that they teach. Second, our school’s PTO is awesome. 
Our PTO connects with our community to provide much needed resources to help us to help our students to be 
successful. And last, I love our students. Our students are exceptional and want to make a change in the world.
What do you think about being a Shining Star?
It is indeed a honor to represent Hobbton High School as a Shining Star. There so many staff members that goes beyond 
the call of duty for our l students. Because of our commitment and dedication to our students, we all shine like stars.

Student: Sean Silcott
Grade: 12th grade
School: Hobbton High School
Age: 18
What is your favorite subject?
Criminal Justice – “It’s what I love”
What do you like most about your school?
All of the opportunities that have been made available to me

HOBBTON HIGH SCHOOL

ROSEBORO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Teacher: Bianca C. Johnson
Grade — NC Pre-K
Education — Master of Education in Curriculum and Instruction from Concordia University and a Bachelor 
of Science in Family & Consumer Sciences and B-K Licensure from North Carolina Central University
Why Education?
The great teachers I have had throughout my education infl uenced me greatly in my decision in becoming a teacher. 
I enjoy building positive relationships with my students and instilling in them that they can all learn and we can 
teach one another as well. I enjoy being creative and making learning fun! As a Pre-Kindergarten teacher, the 
highlights of my days are when I see a child’s eyes light up when they learn or try something new. When they are 
suddenly able to make the letters in their name, or do something they weren’t previously able to do, I am just as 
excited as they are and it just makes education as a career all the better to see hard work/dedication pay off.
What do you like about your school/what makes it special?
My Roseboro Elementary family is THE ABSOLUTE BEST!! Leopard country is home for me. 
It’s a blessing to be able to teach alongside those who taught me as a child. 
What do you think about being a shining star representative?
It is defi nitely an honor & very humbling to represent Roseboro Elementary as TEACHER OF THE YEAR & a SHINING 
STAR representative this year. I will always cherish this recognition. God is good!! I am so grateful to be surrounded by my 
“wonderful ones!!” A HUGE THANK YOU to my RES famILY & our superlative leader, Ms. Tonya Colwell!! WHOOP!! WHOOP!!

Student: Jemarion Henderson
Age — 7
Grade — 2nd
What is you favorite subject?
Math because it is easy for me.
What makes your school special?
The teachers that are nice.
What do you think about being named a Shining Star?
I think my mom’s gonna be happy!

CLN012917S.indd   13 1/16/17   10:54 AM
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SALEMBURG ELEMENTARY

Teacher: Donna Hudson Johnson
Grade — 4th
Subject — ELA (English Language Arts/ Reading)
Education: Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary and Intermediate Education from the University of North Carolina at Wilmington
Why did you decide to become a teacher?
I have always enjoyed being with children and loved reading. Therefore, teaching seemed perfect for me because it 
would provide me with both of these on a daily basis. Throughout my teaching career, I have strived to turn students 
onto learning through reading. I love it when they can make a connection between themselves and a text. My desire 
is that they will always see each day as an opportunity to learn something new and never stop learning.
What do you like about your school? What makes it special?
I believe that the staff at our school is what makes us special. I say “us” because that is how we 
work. We are a unit. We work across the curriculums and the grade levels in a combined effort to 
help our students learn. Everyone from the janitorial staff, lunchroom ladies, offi ce personnel, and 
administrators make this a special place fi lled with laughter, camaraderie, and learning.
What do you think about being selected as a Shining Star representative?
I feel honored to have been selected and humbled at the same time because I know there 
are so many teachers at this school that are worthy of this nomination.

Student: Eduar Ruiz-Banegas
Age — 9
Grade — 4th
What is your favorite subject?
I like everything! In science, I do projects. In math, I learn how to multiply, add, 
and subtract. In art, I paint and do poems. I love to go to ESL.
What makes your school special?
My school is special, because the students are really nice. I have family here, too. The teachers make the school special.
What do you think about being named a Shining Star?
I feel very happy and fantastic. My mom is going to be so proud!

Teacher: Bessie Locus
Grade: 6-8
Subject: School Counselor
Education: BA English – NCA&T, MS Counseling – NCA&T
Why education?
I grew up very poor and had a school counselor that helped me a lot. I have always wanted to 
return that favor, helping students, so I knew I wanted to be a school counselor.
What you like about your school/what makes it special?
I love the kids and I love working with them. I love planning the programs for the students and that 
the community gives back to the school. Also, I love the that the faculty and staff all work together to 
achieve the common goal of helping our students be successful and to become productive citizens.
What do you think about being a Shining Star representative?
I am humbled by the opportunity. I do what I do for our students not for recognition but it is nice to know that it is noticed.

Student: Joanna Lopez
Age: 14
Grade: 8th
School: Roseboro-Salemburg Middle School
What is your favorite subject?
Reading
What makes your school special?
I think the students and the teachers. The teachers really try to make our education better.
What do you think about being named a Shining Star?
I am really surprised and glad they believe in me. It makes me happy they have selected me to represent RSMS!

ROSEBORO SALEMBURG MIDDLE SCHOOL
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LAKEWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
Teacher: John Fortner
Grade: 9-12
Subject: Agriculture
Education: NCSU - Bachelor of Science Degree in Agricultural Education with a Minor in Horticulture
Why education?
I grew up in Sampson County working in and around agriculture. That was something that I knew and understood. I was 
infl uenced by my agriculture teacher, Gerald Barlowe that I had at Union High. Mr Barlowe convinced me to try agriculture 
education and to work with high school students. It is one of the best decisions that I ever made. It is a very rewarding career.
What do you like about your school/what makes it special?
It’s a small school. Small schools have a different atmosphere than larger schools that I have taught at 
where you have 90 – 100 teachers in one school. Lakewood is different because everyone knows each 
other well. Teachers work great together here both during school and at many after school events.
What do you think about being a shining star representative?
It is an honor to represent Lakewood as the Shining Star Teacher Representative. I am just a small part of the greater 
success of Lakewood. It takes a lot of good people including teachers, students, and parents to make Lakewood successful.

Student: Caitlin Ivey
Age: 17
Grade: 12th Grade
What is your favorite subject?
My favorite subject is history.
What make your school special?
The close knit family of Lakewood High School is special because of our administration, 
teachers, and others that support and love our students.
What do you think about being named a Shining Star?
I am humbled to be chosen by our administration and staff to represent a place that has given so much to me.

CLN012917S.indd   15 1/16/17   10:55 AM
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CLEMENT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Teacher: Deborah Welker
Grade — Fourth Grade
Subject — English Language Arts
Education — Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education from Fayetteville State University.
Why education?
I believe everybody has a purpose and a calling upon their life. God placed a desire in my heart to 
teach. It is very rewarding to see a child hunger to learn. You can’t put a price on that.
What you like about your school/what makes it special?
One of the most unique things about Clement Elementary is that it is a very community oriented 
school. Aunts, uncles, grandparents, and other family members have been raised in this school. 
They are very supportive of the students, staff, and activities of the school.
What teacher thinks about being a Shining Star representative?
I feel honored to represent Clement Elementary School and our community. It is 
humbling experience that my co-workers felt I was worthy of such a title.

Student: Rostan Michael Nicholas
Age — 10
Grade — 5th
School — Clement Elementary School
What is your favorite subject?
My favorite subject is math. It’s fun and challenging. I have a great math teacher.
What makes your school special?
All the teachers that I have had at Clement make my school special. They are 
all great. The teachers really care about all the students.
What student thinks about being named a Shining Star?
I think it is cool to be chosen a shining star for Clement. It also makes me very proud.

MIDWAY ELEMENTARY

Teacher: Renee Jackson
Grade: 3
Subject: English Language Arts / Social Studies
Education: Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Education from Campbell University
Why education?
Looking back, I had so many teachers that had such a positive impact on me. Their 
loving and caring ways made me want to share that infl uence on others.
What do you like about your school/what makes it special?
There are so many things that make Midway Elementary a special place to work. Our administration works for us and with 
us. The staff truly loves our children and only wants what is best for every child. We are not just colleagues – we are family.
What do you think about being a Shining Star representative?
There are so many Shining Stars at Midway Elementary. I feel very honored 
and I am humbled at being chosen as a representative.

Student: Alexis Rhodes
Age: 9
Grade: 4th Grade
School: Midway Elementary School
What is your favorite subject?
Reading
What makes your school special?
The staff brings the school together and they are nice.
What do you think about being named a Shining Star?
It is exciting, shocking and surprising.
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Proud Partners in Education
Four County EMC supports local communities in our service area, 
which provides students, schools and educators with access to tools 
and technology through many of our programs; in order to educate, 
innovate and invent.

Youth Leadership 
Weekend  

Each year, a total of 18 high 
school juniors are eligible 

to participate in a weekend 
leadership camp. College 
scholarship opportunities 
are also available through 

this program.
Bright Ideas 
The Bright Ideas 

education program is 
offered to teachers in 
K-12 classrooms. The 
Bright Ideas grants 
provide funding for 

innovative, classroom-
based projects that 

would otherwise not 
be possible.

Touchstone Energy Basketball Camp Scholarships
 The camp provides a unique educational and athletic opportunity for our 

youth and demonstrates our core values of accountability, integrity, innovation 
and particularly, commitment to community.

Electric Safety 
Demonstration 

Our safety program is for all 
ages and includes a video, 

oral presentation and a 
scale model of an electrical 
system or a live line trailer 
with actual poles and high 

voltage lines for a more 
realistic demonstration.

1-888-368-7289                                            www.fourcty.org

S16 S17

PLAIN VIEW 
ELEMENTARY

Teacher: Rita Wilson
Grade: All Grades/Grade K-5
Subject: Music
Education: Meredith College Graduate
Why education?
It is one of the most gratifying occupations 
that anyone could have. I have worked 
with children all of my life. I have been a 
classroom teacher for over 16 years and this 
is my fi rst year as a K-5 music teacher. It 
is such a joy to work with these students in 
music. It just seemed to be the most logical 
choice to earn my degree in education and 
continue doing what I love! It is defi nitely 
one of the threads in the fabric of my life 
that gives me meaning and satisfaction.
What do you like about your 
school? What makes it special?
Each school has its own unique qualities 
that make it special. The staff, students and 
parents create that special uniqueness that 
makes it stand out and shine and Plain View is 
certainly no exception to this rule. Everyone 
works together sharing their talents as well 
as sharing one another’s load. And it takes 
that in this line of work. I have been a part 
of this school my whole life as student then 
as a teacher and my children attended school 
at here as well. Each person that I work 
with is just awesome! There is a great deal 
of friendship, support and community and I 
am blessed beyond words to be a part of it.
What do you think about being 
named the Shining Star?
Very humbled! It is one of the greatest honors 
to me to be recognized by my peers in this 
way. Everyone here is very talented and 
hard working. I have the highest respect 
for each one of my co-workers and it would 
be more important to me that they know 
I think of them as being the STARS!

Student: Victoria Clegg
Age: 11 years old
Grade: 5th Grade
What is your favorite subject?
My favorite subject is Math because 
I understand it very well, a lot better 
than science and reading.
What make your school special?
The things that make my school special 
are the students and the teachers 
because we all work together.
What do you think about being 
named the Shining Star?
I think that being named the Shining 
Start is important because that means my 
teachers think I am doing good in school.
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MIDWAY MIDDLE SCHOOL
Teacher: Leasa Hodges
Grade: 6 – 8
Subjects: Exploring Business, Exploring Agriculture, Exploring Biotechnology
Education:
• Bachelor of Science in Animal Science, Missouri State
• Master of Agricultural Education, North Carolina State
Why education?
It is so exciting to introduce a new idea or concept to a student and witness that concept become a possibility in 
their future. As an educator of middle school students, I have this opportunity as well as the responsibility to help 
them envision how they can positively impact this world. Agricultural education teaches students about agriculture, 
food and natural resources. Through these subjects, students discover a wide variety of skills, including science, 
communications, leadership, management and technology. All of these skills are necessary for success in the future.
What you like about your school/what makes it special?
At the beginning of the 2015-2016 school year, I had the opportunity to introduce a new program to the MMS curriculum. 
We are the only middle school in Sampson county to offer agricultural classes. Because of this, MMS also has established 
the fi rst middle school Future Farmers of America chapter in Sampson county. Our students have the opportunity to begin 
their FFA career in middle school. There are many wonderful scholarships, competitive events and awards FFA members 
can receive. The leadership opportunities FFA provides can assist with college admissions and career aspirations.
What do you think about being a Shining Star representative?
Midway middle school has many educators that go above and beyond every day. Not only do we have 
exceptional classroom teachers, but many do extra activities for the sole purpose of enhancing the 
students’ middle school experience. I am blessed to work with such a devoted group of professionals. 
There are many educators at MMS that are deserving of this award; I am humbled and grateful.

Student: Emma Clark
Age: 14
Grade: 8th
School: Midway Middle School
What is your favorite subject?
My favorite subject is social studies because you get to learn about historical 
events that have shaped our Country to what it is today.
What makes MMS special?
Midway Middle School is like one big family. The principal, assistant principal, secretary, lunchroom 
ladies, guidance counselor, custodians, and especially the teachers all treat me like I am a member of their 
own family. Everyone treats me with love and respect and makes sure I get the support I need to be a 
successful student. Midway Middle School is a special because it is truly a home away from home.
What do you think about being selected as a Shining Star?
I was so excited to hear I had been selected as a shining star. It is truly an honor to represent 
Midway Middle School. I am very proud to be a Raider and I thank everyone for this honor.

MIDWAY HIGH SCHOOL
Teacher: Karen Collier
Grade: High School
Subject: Science (Chemistry, Anatomy)
Education: BS in Biological Science and BA in Chemistry from North Carolina State University, 
and Master of Arts in Teaching, Secondary Science from Duke University
Why education?
In life, all I ever wanted was to help make the world a better place. Growing up, I thought being a doctor would be the best 
avenue. While on a mission trip to Honduras, prior to my junior year of college, I realized that a strong education is not only 
invaluable but a necessity for success. I also began to think about there is not a shortage of doctors in the United States, 
but there was a shortage of teachers, especially in rural North Carolina. From this point, I decided to go into education. 
Being a teacher is a calling in life, and I believe I am able to make the world a better place one student at a time.
What you like about your school/what makes it special?
I have taught at Midway all 10 years of my career. It just happened to be where a science position was open 
when I was applying for my fi rst job. However, it has been the most wonderful place to work. The Midway 
community is very much a family, and the people here take care of each other. I love my school, the people 
with whom I work, and the student populous. I feel lucky that I am able to work at Midway High School.
What do you think about being a Shining Star representative?
This is an awesome recognition. I am truly fl attered I was chosen as the school’s representative.
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SCC has a program for You!!!
 Ammonia Refrigeration Training

 Applied Animal Science

 Associate in General Education

 Associate in Arts

 Associate in Science

 Accounting

 Associate Degree Nursing

 Basic Law Enforcement Training

 Building Construction Technology

 Business Administration

 Community Spanish Interpreter
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S20

UNION ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Teacher: Candace Bizzell
Subject: Physical Education
Education: Bachelor in Physical Education and Health
Why education?
As most teachers who are in education we were inspired by the teachers we had in school. My fi rst grade 
teacher, Lynn Wood, taught me to love school. My ninth grade teacher, Paula Pope, taught me that not 
every kid can test well. My physical education teachers Melony Henderson and Linda Burroughs, taught 
me the subject that eventually I wanted to teach. Each of these teachers had a hand in why I chose 
education. Anyone, adult or child, we encounter on a daily basis we can have an effect on their life.
What you like about your school/what makes it special?
I love this school. On several occasions I have been asked why do I not go back to my hometown of Wallace 
and teach. I have chosen not to apply to several schools in Duplin because Union Elementary is where I want 
to stay. The students, teachers, faculty, community, we all make up Union Elementary. We all care about the 
success of this school. I have met great people here and I do not see myself teaching anywhere else. It is so 
special because even out in a rural, Title 1 school we beat the statistics, we make Great Things Happen.
What do you think about being a Shining Star representative?
Being the Shining Star representative is a huge honor for me. I was given a chance to teach in Sampson County 
fresh out of college. I did not know anyone from Sampson County and to be given the opportunity to teach 
at the Elementary School is just an honor in itself. To be chosen to represent, that is indescribable.

Student: Marlene Sanchez
Age: 9 years old
Grade: 3rd grade
What is your favorite subject?
I love a lot of subject but my favorite one is math. I like to solve problems.
What makes your school special?
There are lots of nice people at my school. My teachers do a lot for us and do a good job. My teachers 
deserve something special for all they do for me and the other kids that go to Union Elementary.
What do you think about being named a Shining Star?
I feel special so special and happy right now that I cannot even talk. I am very happy 
that I am a Shining Star. It is my fi rst time at being recognized like this.

MIDWAY HIGH SCHOOL (CONT.)
Student: Carson Best
Age: 17
Grade: 12
School: Midway High School
What is your favorite subject?
My favorite subject in school is history. I am enrolled in a civics class this year, and I love it. I get to 
learn more about my rights and America as a whole, which helps me to be a better citizen.
What makes your school special?
My school is special because of the great staff and students. Everyone has a positive attitude and that contributes a great deal 
to the atmosphere Midway conveys. The teachers genuinely want to see us succeed and I feel that makes all the difference.
What do you think about being named a Shining Star?

I feel honored to have received this recognition. It is truly a blessing to be thought of this highly. There are many 
people at Midway that are just as deserving as I am, but I am proud to represent my school in achieving this.

CLN012917S.indd   20 1/16/17   10:55 AM



Shining Stars 2017 | E
xcellence in E

ducation | 21

S20

UNION INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

Student: Dioselyn Josmin Banos
Age — 10
Grade — 5th
What is your favorite subject?
Math
What makes your school special?
My school has amazing teachers that want me to succeed in life. There is delicious food that I 
can’t decide what to eat. I am just glad that I can go to this amazing school to learn.
What do you think about being named a Shining Star?
I think a “Shining Star” is an honor and that being chosen to be a Shining Star is an impact in my life and I 
am glad to be chosen. I can’t explain how I feel, but all I know is that I AM going to be a “Shining Star”.

Teacher: Caren Long
Grade — 4/5
Subject — Media Coordinator
Education — BS in Elementary Education from Fayetteville State University, 
Master of Library Science from East Carolina University.
Why education?
It’s what I was born to do! I love it! These kids are the future of our country, and I want to make a difference in their 
lives. My favorite quote is by Carl Buechner, “They may forget what you said, but they will not forget how you made them 
feel.” I remember teachers that made my learning fun, and how they made me feel special. I want to be that teacher!
What you like about your school/what makes it special?
Our school is small with 13 homerooms, we do everything like a family, teachers, administration, 
offi ce staff, and cafeteria workers. We come together to do what is needed to help our students 
be successful. It’s a great feeling to have a job like mine to come to everyday!
What do you think about being a Shining Star representative?
I am honored by the recognition, but know that I couldn’t do it without the 
support of my administrator, staff, and fellow co-workers.

www.stmc.net
COMMUNICATIONS

We’re your local
communications company.

Providing the
services that

grow with you.

to all of the hard 
working students 
and staff! Very 
proud of all of 

our school systems 
Shining Stars!

100 Westover Rd 
Clinton NC 28328 

910-590-2550

Congratulations 
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UNION HIGH SCHOOL
Teacher: Tracy Smith Moore
Grade: 9-12
Subject: Business Education
Education: B.S. in Business Management from the University of Mount Olive, lateral entry 
business education certifi cation from North Carolina State University
Why education?
It was actually my chosen career when I was in high school but for some reason I swayed more towards 
business once I started my college career. So I only have fi ve years of teaching under my belt. Honestly 
I have some days when I wish I had stayed with education throughout my undergraduate years, but 
other days I realize how much more I have to offer with my business work experience.
What do you like about your school/what make it special?
Union High School is an incredible place to work. Students and staff are always supportive and 
everyone keeps our foremost goal up front and that is to educate our students and give them 
what they need to be successful in the real world. The people make it special.
What do you think about being a Shining Star representative?
I am shocked and fl attered. This recognition has hit me at a time where I need some encouragement. Recently, I’ve 
been diagnosed with breast cancer and I have been so worried about what would happen in my classes in my absence. I 
needed this reassurance that my team is there to help me get through this and my students will get what they need.

Student: Devontae Smith
Age: 17
Grade: 12
What is your favorite subject?
Math
What makes your school special?
The faculty and staff are what makes the school special. They are encouraging 
us to do well during and after our high school education.
What do you think about being a Shining Star representative?
It is an honor to be named Shining Star.

UNION MIDDLE SCHOOL
Teacher: Brandon Henshaw
Grade — 7th
Subject — Math and Science
Education — Bachelor of Arts from Allegheny College
Why education?
I believe that all students are capable of achieving academically and socially if they are given the chance and the 
tools to do so. My students inspire and challenge me every day, and I am so lucky to get to be their teacher.
What you like about your school/what makes it special?
The faculty and staff at Union Middle School is incredibly tight knit and supportive. We challenge each 
other to be the best educators that we can be, and it is a great place to spend 40+ hours per week! In 
addition to the faculty and staff, we have the most amazing students in North Carolina. They are the 
reason I get up in the morning, and I am so thankful that I get to be a part of their education.
What teacher thinks about being a Shining Star representative?
I am very honored and humbled to receive this nomination. It means a lot to me to have been 
nominated by my peers, and I am grateful for their friendship and support.

Student: Yadira Paz-Martinez
Age — 13
Grade — 8th
What is your favorite subject?
I personally don’t have a favorite subject. I love all subjects because they are all as equally as 
important. I love learning new things, and each subject contains new material.
What makes your school special?
My school is special because we have a diversity of students and we like to express ourselves in many 
ways. We also have a great AVID program that makes our school different from other schools. Our 
teachers have a huge passion for teaching, and we as students have a huge passion for learning.
What do you think about being named a Shining Star?
I feel proud of myself for being named Shining Star. I see that I have progressed over the years and turned into a 
better student. I feel honored to represent my school in this way, and set an example for younger students.
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Mintz Christian Academy
Established in 2009, Mintz Christian 
Academy provides a Christian 
environment for students to grow 
spiritually, academically and socially. 
MCA desires that students come to a 
saving knowledge of Christ and to be 
transformed by His power to honor 
Him. MCA is fully accredited with 
the Association of Christian Schools 
International (ACSI) and has grades 
K-12. Students have the opportunity 
to participate in fi ne arts, music, 
drama and art as well as an athletic 
program that has sports for boys and 
girls each season, i.e., golf, volleyball, 
soccer, basketball, baseball and softball, 
as well as cross-country track.
Open enrollment will begin in February 
with a second “Open House” opportunity 
on Feb. 26 from 3-5 p.m. Campus visits 
are welcomed and strongly encouraged 
to fully appreciate the environment 
and to observe classes in session.

Teacher: Renee Hall
Subject Taught: 1st Grade
Education: B.S. in Early Education, Mt. Olive University
Why Christian education?
I chose to teach in Christian education because I can teach academics based on a biblical foundation. I get to share the love 
of Jesus with my students. Teaching in Christian education I can see my students grow academically and spiritually.
What do you like about your school?
I like working at Mintz Christian Academy because being a part of MCA is like being 
a part of one big family. It is truly a blessing to be a part of Mintz.
What do you think about being the Shining Star representative?
I am truly honored and blessed to be chosen as MCA’s Shining Star representative.

Student: Grant Horne
Age: 18
Grade: 11
What is your favorite subject?
My absolute favorite subject is Bible. Mr. Andrew Willhite, our spiritual/Bible leader, contributes so much to teaching 
this subject that I can’t explain it. This class has not only been a learning experience academically but also spiritually.
What makes your school special?
MCA is “something else.” From the moment I stepped into the door until now, it has been a journey. I found 
God here. MCA is more than a school. The moment you walk in you know that you are in a special place. Why 
you might ask. At MCA, you are not only taught academics but God is included in the instruction.
What do you think about being named a Shining Star?
I honestly don’t feel that I deserve this distinction. I was lost in need of a Savior. I can’t imagine where 
I might be today if I had not enrolled in MCA. I now have a burning desire to serve Christ.

MINTZ CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
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HARRELLS CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
Teacher: Jayne Green
Subject: English & French Teacher
Education: I have been teaching for 33 years.
I earned a B.S. in French (major) and English (minor) from Taylor University in Upland, Indiana.
I earned a M.S. in Education of English and French from Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana.
Why education?
I knew that I wanted to be an educator from an early age. I would play school with my dolls and stuffed animals. 
My grandmother and mother were educators, and they inspired me with their love of this profession.
What makes HCA special?
HCA has a unique family atmosphere. Everyone truly cares about the well-being of each other as well as 
the desire to never stop learning. I love the fact that we may have three small schools (lower, middle, and 
upper), but we have the opportunity to come together as one in worship, education, and athletics.
How do you feel about being named a shining star?
Being a shining star representative is a very special honor. I am blessed to 
work with a talented and caring group of individuals.

Student: Will Huff
Age: 18
Grade: 12
What is your favorite subject?
Anatomy & Physiology as well as Biology 
are my favorites because there is always 
something new to learn as advances in 
medical research continue to occur.
What makes HCA special?
HCA is special because of the family 
atmosphere. I’ve known the hallways, my 
fellow students, and the faculty for most 
of my life. They’ve shown me the type 
of community that I thrive in best.
How do you feel about being 
named a shining star?
I am honored. I’m happy that I’m able 
to represent a school this special. As 
much as they’ve invested in my life, it’s 
a pleasure to be able to give back.

New ZeNg’s Palace

CHINESE REStauRaNt

592-7261
411 Southeast Blvd Clinton, NC • Mon-Sun 11am-10pm

Buffet or Takeout
Open 7 Days a Week

HCA commits to 
Christian education
Harrells Christian Academy is entering its 
47th year as the region’s premier Christian 
college preparatory school. The school’s 
mission is grounded in a commitment to 
faith, family and the future of its students.
Dually accredited by the Southern Association 
of Independent Schools and the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools, HCA also 
enjoys membership in the North Carolina 
Association of Independent Schools. The school 
has developed an innovative curriculum that 
utilizes group collaboration and project-based 
learning, STEAM design principles, writing 
across the disciplines, critical thinking, and 
abundant electives. In high school, students 
are challenged with a variety of Honors-level, 

Advanced Placement, and dual enrollment 
course. College Counseling is provided beginning 
in 9th grade, and HCA graduates are admitted 
into the fi nest colleges and universities 
in the area and around the country.
The saving power of the Christian gospel is 
continually modeled for students at Harrells, 
both in the lives of our faculty and coaches 
and in formal curriculum and institutional 
practices. Our Lower, Middle, and Upper schools 
offer daily engagement with Bible reading, 
memorization, prayer, praise and worship, 
guest preaching, personal refl ection, journal 
writing, and spiritual retreat. In addition, 
students live out their faith in service to the 
broader community, performing over 5,000 

hours of community service each year.
HCA is committed to educating the whole person. 
In the Lower School, students are active in PE, 
art, music, science labs and STEAM labs. In 
the Middle and Upper Schools, many clubs and 
elective classes are available, such as Junior 
and Senior Beta, FFA, Science Olympiad, Art, 
Entrepreneurial Studies, Creative Writing, 
Journalism and Sports Journalism. Athletic 
competition is offered in multiple sports; the 
Crusaders compete in the North Carolina 
Independent School Athletic Association.
Applications for admission are available at 
www.harrellsca.com. Need based fi nancial 
assistance is available to qualifi ed applicants.
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Dream BelieveAchieve
Tarheel ChalleNGe offers young 
men and women the opportunity 

to believe in themselves and 
therefore achieve in life.

To dream is to wish.
To believe is to know.

To achieve is to realize that dream!

Tarheel ChalleNGe
PO Box 39 • 600 N. Main Street

Salemburg, NC • 910-525-5520 • www.ngycp.org

Preparing our students for 
T O M O R R O W !

www.sampson.k12.nc.us 910-592-1401

Come join our team!
For available positions please contact us.

Come join our team!

Teacher: Polly Hatcher
Grade: 6
Education: I have been teaching for 6 years.
I earned a B.A. in Secondary Education English from NC State.
I earned a M.Ed. New Literacies & Global Learning: Reading Concentration K-12 from NC State
Why education?
A lot of people in my family teach, so I think it was a natural thing. I was a political 
science major but my heart just wasn’t in it. God had different plans for me.
What makes HCA special?
I think it’s the family atmosphere of the staff. It’s the nicest place I’ve ever worked. People are genuinely nice 
and care about you, so you feel protected at work. The students actually listen and have good manners. They are 
willing to work and do what you ask without question. It also helps that the parents are very supportive too.
How do you feel about being named a shining star?
Honored. This is only my second year here and I know there are others who deserve it just as much. I’m very humbled.

Student: Rhylee Pope
Age: 13
Grade: 8
What is your favorite subject?
I love Math because there is always a specifi c answer.
What makes HCA special?
HCA is a christian school so we get to learn about God, worship Him, and pray together as a school. 
It’s also smaller, so you get more one-on-one attention and you get to know everyone better.
How do you feel about being named a shining star?
Excited and happy!
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PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE!!
Go to our website at www.ClintonapplianCe.Com and CliCk on join our e-Club

•	 it’s Free!
•	 notifications of the new introductions inhome 

furnishings
•	 You may opt out of the e-Club at any time

•	 special discounts and coupons not offered to the 
general public

•	 notifications of special events and sales before 
the general public

Clinton Appliance & Furniture Co. Inc.
Download Our App Today!

401 northeast blvd.
Clinton, nC 28328

910-592-7077

Teacher: Lisa Turlington
Grade: 3
Education: This is my 32nd year in education.
BS from East Carolina University
National Board Certifi ed
Why education?
A career in education has been a passion of mine since I was very young.
What makes HCA special?
HCA is special to me for many reasons. The opportunity to share God’s word and to be involved in mission projects 
as a school family is wonderful and dear to my heart. HCA creates an environment where I can use my skills and 
experience to challenge and motivate my students to reach their highest potential. Most of all, I love my students!
How do you feel about being named a shining star?
I am honored to represent HCA as a shining star and to be a part of such a dedicated and caring faculty and staff.

Student: Rebekah Bryan
Age: 10
Grade: 4
What is your favorite subject?
Math
What makes HCA special?
I love that we get to learn about God and that we get to interact and be friends with 
people from all over since the students come from so many different places.
How do you feel about being named a shining star?
Happy! I’m really excited about it.

HARRELLS CHRISTIAN ACADEMY (CONT.)
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Proudly Supporting Our 
Students and Educators!

Matthews Gifts

Matthews Healthmart

“Thankful to serve our friends and neighbors for over 50 years.”
MATTHEWS

408 Northeast Blvd., Clinton| 592-3121

352 Northeast Blvd., Clinton| 592-5100

EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL
Teacher: Ashley Stanley
Grade: High School
Subject: English
Education: Bachelor of Arts in English Education from UNC Wilmington
Why education?
I have always enjoyed opportunities to teach people new skills and information, even as a young person. As a teacher, I relish 
the moments when I can connect with my students and make my curriculum come alive for them. At the end of every semester, 
they may not love Shakespeare as much as I do and they may not obsess over their commas to the same degree as me, but 
I know that they have become deeper thinkers, better writers, and stronger students. That is far more rewarding than any 
other career that I could imagine for myself. Teaching is truly my career; it is not what I do, it is an ingrained part of myself.
What you like about your school/what makes it special?
This is my third year as a member of the Sampson Early College staff, and it a school that I have come 
to love and call home. The staff is small, but we accomplish great things because we are all united in the 
common goal of knowing our students well and making them each successful to the best of their ability 
and efforts. The students are wonderful because they value the educational opportunities they have at 
the Early College and that makes teaching fun. I feel honored to teach at the Early College.
What do you think about being a Shining Star representative?
I am humbled that I was chosen to be the representative at Sampson Early College. I am part of a staff 
of accomplished and passionate teachers, so to be selected from among them is a sincere honor. 

Student: Maxwell Virgil
Age: 16 years old
Grade: 11th
What is your favorite subject?
Math
What makes your school special?
Sampson Early College is very special to me. It is very rare to attend a school in which every staff member is supportive 
and kind. My school provides me with a great opportunity for college experience and prepares me for a bright future.
What do you think about being named a Shining Star?
There are many shining stars at Sampson Early College High School. It is a 
great honor and privilege to be chosen for this school year.
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Responsibility
•	 We	will	accept	responsibility	in	everything	we	do.

•	 We	will	do	business	the	right	way.	That	includes	the	following:

	» Treating	employees	well.

	» Treating	animals	with	respect.

	» Being	leaders	in	sustainability.

•	 We	will	have	an	awesome	responsibility	for	food	safety.

•	 Together,	we	will	deliver	on	the	promise	of	“Good	food.	Responsibly.®”

opeRational excellence
•	 Our	pursuit	of	operational	excellence	will	be	unrelenting.

•	 We	will	tirelessly	seek	out	opportunities	to	improve	the	way	we	do	business	in	such	areas	as	
customer	service,	on-time	delivery,	product	quality,	and	product	consistency.

innovation
•	 Innovation	will	be	part	of	our	DNA.

•	 We	will	seek	fresh	ideas	in	all	aspects	of	business,	including	ways	to	work	smarter,	serve	customers	
better,	and	make	Smithfield	a	better	company.

We are passionate about producing good food the right way. Our business depends on 
the humane treatment of animals, stewardship of the environment, producing safe and 

high-quality food, the vitality of local communities, and creating a fair, ethical, and 
rewarding work environment for our people.

Our Vision
We will further transform Smithfield Foods into a world-class consumer packaged goods and protein 

company—one that consumers feel good about buying from—and a partner of choice for our customers.

Our Social Purpose
Smithfield Foods is committed to improving food security and 
ending hunger by donating high-quality, nutritious food. We 

created our Helping Hungry Homes initiative to alleviate hunger 
across the country.

Guiding Principles That Inform All We Do
Guided by principles of responsibility, operational excellence, and innovation, Smithfield Foods will become 

the best consumer packaged goods and protein company in the world.

SchOlArShIPS
The Smithfield Foundation is proud to provide educational scholarships to the dependent 
children and grandchildren of full-time and retired employees of Smithfield and our family 
of companies. We offer scholarship opportunities through various schools. You must first 

apply and be accepted to be awarded a Smithfield Foundation scholarship.

We've created a 
national alliance
at a local level.

Learners to Leaders® is a national alliance that helps 
disadvantaged individuals achieve educational goals through local 
programs. It focuses on those who have the desire to succeed, but 

don't yet have the skills to overcome their challenges – whether 
academic, social, or economic. This program strives to create 

confident leaders by providing them with the skills to succeed and 
putting them in a position to give back to their communities.
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